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the revived or Western Chalukyas to 1156, and by the Deogiri Yadavas till the Muhammadan conquest of the Deccan.
The first Muhammadan invasion of the Deccan took place in 1294, but the power of the Deogiri Yadavas was not crushed till 1318. From 1318 Maharashtra began to be ruled by governors appointed from Delhi and stationed at Deogiri, which name was changed in 1338 by Muhammad bin Tughlak to Daulatabad, the f abode of wealth.' In 1346 there was widespread disorder, and Delhi officers plundered and wasted the country. These cruelties led to the revolt of the Deccan nobles under the leadership of a soldier named Hasan Gangu. The nobles were successful, and freed the Deccan from dependence on Northern India. Hasan founded a dynasty, which he called Bahmani after the Persian from whom he claimed descent, and which held sway over the Deccan for nearly a hundred and fifty years. In 1489 Yusuf Adil Shah, governor of Bijapur, assumed independence, and overran all the country north of Bijapur as far as the Bhima. For nearly two hundred years Sholapur belonged either to the Bijapur or to the Ahmadnagar Sultans, as the one or the other succeeded in retaining it. In 1668, by the treaty concluded between Aurangzeb and All Adil Shah of Bijapur, the fort of Sholapur and territory yielding Rs. 6,30,000 of revenue was ceded to the Mughals as the price of peace. The general decay of the Mughal empire from 1700 to 1750 opened the way for Maratha supremacy. In 1795 the Marathas wrested from the Nizam his Sholapur possessions. The greater part of the District formed a portion of the Peshwa's dominions. On the overthrow of the Peshwa 430 villages passed to the British, the decisive actions being the battles of Pan-dhaipur and Ashta (1817-8) and the siege of Sholapur (1818). To the territory taken from the Marathas, 232 villages ceded by the Nizam were added in 1822, and 488 more villages which lapsed in 1848 on the death of the Raja of Satara brought the District to its present dimensions. It has been a Collectorate since 1838.
Traces of Yadava rule are to be found in the Hemadpanti temples at Bavi, Mohol, MALSIRAS, Nateputa, Velapur, PANDHARPUR, Pulunj, Kandalgaon, Kasegaon, and Marde. There is a fine old well dating from this period at Marde. Musalman architecture is represented by the tomb of one of the daughters of Aurangzeb at the village of BEGAMPUR.
There are 7 towns and 712 villages in the District.    The population is approximately the same as it was in 1872.    At the last four enumerations it has been:   (1872) 720,203, (1881) 583,411, (1891) 750,689, and (1901) 720,977.   The     Pop   a Ion' decrease of 19 per cent, in 1881 was due to mortality or emigration in the famine of 1876-8, and the population decreased by 4 per cent during  the last  decade  owing to the famine  years  of   1896-1901.